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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Steven J. Menashi, of New York, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the Sec-
ond Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, John Hoeven, Steve 
Daines, James E. Risch, Roger F. 
Wicker, Pat Roberts, John Thune, 
Mike Rounds, Roy Blunt, Mike Crapo, 
John Boozman, John Cornyn, Lindsey 
Graham, Thom Tillis, David Perdue, 
Chuck Grassley, Rick Scott. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Steven J. Menashi, of New York, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Second Circuit, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS), the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
SANDERS), and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) are necessarily 
absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 355 Ex.] 

YEAS—51 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
McConnell 
McSally 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—44 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cantwell 

Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 

Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 

Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 

Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Booker 
Harris 

Rounds 
Sanders 

Warren 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 51, and the nays are 
44. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Steven J. Menashi, of New York, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Second Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1416 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

am proud to be here to advocate on be-
half of a bill that has enjoyed, rightly, 
bipartisan support: the Affordable Pre-
scriptions for Patients Act. 

We all know that the astronomically 
rising costs of prescription drugs are a 
burden—in fact a bane for Americans 
regardless of where they live, regard-
less of their party, race, religion, or 
age, but particularly for our seniors. 
The choice between paying the mort-
gage, putting food on the table, and 
buying prescription drugs has become a 
daily challenge for people across the 
country. 

This bill offers a positive, solid step 
toward ending abuses in the use of pat-
ents—abuses that are called patent 
thicketing and product hopping—that 
all too commonly raise the cost of pre-
scription drugs and preclude access for 
the people who need those drugs the 
most. 

This effort has been a bipartisan one 
involving many of us in this Chamber. 
It passed from the Judiciary Com-
mittee unanimously. It is a testament 
to the still-possible bipartisan coopera-
tion on an issue of paramount concern 
to the people of America that we have 
reached this point of bringing it to the 
floor of the Senate. 

I am proud to have worked on this 
measure with my colleague from Texas 
who has really helped to lead this ef-
fort, Senator CORNYN, who is here on 
the floor with me, and I am happy to 
yield to him now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I thank 
the Senator from Connecticut for his 
leadership. 

At a time when people see bipartisan-
ship in short supply in Washington, 
DC, this is one area where we can actu-
ally make some real progress for the 
people we represent. 

We all know that climbing 
healthcare costs are keeping people up 

at night. Many people reached out to 
me in my office about the impossible 
decisions they are required to make in 
order to keep pace with rising prescrip-
tion drug costs—particularly the out- 
of-pocket costs—whether they pay 
some bills and have to defer or not pay 
others; whether they cut their pills in 
half or self-ration the medications, 
which is dangerous to their health, or 
don’t fill prescriptions altogether be-
cause they simply can’t afford the out- 
of-pocket costs. No family should be 
required to make those sorts of deci-
sions. 

Sadly, I know my constituents in 
Texas are not alone. The Kaiser Family 
Foundation poll in September found 
that the No. 1 healthcare concern of 
the American people is prescription 
drug prices. This is something the 
President has said he wants to address, 
the House has said they want to ad-
dress, and the Senate has said we want 
to address, and this legislation we are 
talking about will help move the ball 
in the right direction. 

A whopping 70 percent of people 
think growing prescription drug costs 
should be the top priority for Congress, 
which should make it our No. 1 item on 
our to-do list. The good news is, we are 
making some progress. Here in the 
Senate, we have taken a bipartisan ap-
proach, which is the only way to actu-
ally get things done in Congress. We 
talked to every major player in the 
supply chain, and we asked questions 
about whether confusing practices that 
are not transparent to outsiders are all 
combining to drive up costs. 

What I find seriously concerning are 
the anti-competitive behaviors of some 
of the drug manufacturers, the games-
manship, particularly when it comes to 
our patent system. We know companies 
pour a lot of time and money into the 
research and development of new medi-
cations, and we don’t want to do any-
thing to stop that. We want to 
incentivize that so that they are able 
to recover their costs and perhaps 
make a profit when the drug turns out 
to be successful. But we don’t want 
them playing games with the patent 
system in a way that prevents others 
at some point, after that period of ex-
clusivity, from being able to compete 
with a generic alternative. 

Ninety percent of the drugs we take 
are generic, and that is why they are so 
affordable and so inexpensive, but for 
the top 10 percent of branded drugs 
that people take, many of them simply 
are unaffordable. These patents I refer 
to do protect the intellectual property 
for these key drugs and are an impor-
tant part of the incredible innovation 
that occurs here in the United States, 
but increasingly we are seeing compa-
nies using the patent system as a 
shield for competition beyond the life 
of the patent. 

It is time to put a stop to that. We 
can do that today. We can begin that 
process today. That is exactly why I in-
troduced the Affordable Prescriptions 
for Patients Act with the Senator from 
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